
DID YOU KNOW?

A Presidential Family House, Built Before He Was
President

Former President Ernesto "El Toro" Pérez Balladares (1994–1999) has deep Boquete
roots — and they long predate his time in office.

In a post a few years ago he wrote that his father finished building the family's Boquete
house 76 years earlier — placing its construction around 1947. The connection has
surfaced in the news over the decades: in 1999, while still president, he publicly denied
ordering the removal of a helipad in Boquete, and during the 2023 national protests,
demonstrators gathered in front of his Boquete residence, as covered by Crítica and other
outlets.

Like the Arias–Moscoso finca in Palo Alto, it's a reminder that Boquete was a retreat for
Panama's leading families back when the town was a coffee outpost — decades before it
appeared on any international retirement list.

Sources: Ernesto Pérez Balladares on Instagram (@perezballadares), Panamá América (Jul 1999), Crítica / TVN social
coverage (2023).


